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A. Peep into the Organisation 


of University Libraries. 


INTRODUCTION. j 


University Library administration can not ke 
standardised. This is true not only of Universities 
in different countries but also applies to univers- 
ities within the same national boundary. The rea- 
son is that just as there are the ancient universities 
of Oxford and Cambridge with long standing tradition 
on one hand, there are on the other the more recent 
foundations such as Bristol and London which are not 
wedded to any old tradition and consequently can 


incorporate the latest ideas in the management of 
libraries, 


LIBRARY COMMITTEE, 


In India although the ultimate control of the 
universities is vested with the Senate which meets 
usually once in amonth, the day to day admi- 
nistration is carried out by the Syndicate or the 
Executive Committee with the help of permanent 
officials. The Syndicate is a much smaller body 
than the Senate and carries out the policy laid 

*thownwih broad outline by the Senate. The senate 
passes ‘the budget, appoints the principal officers 
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of the. University and members of the teaching 
staff. University Libraries are controlled by the 
Library Committee. Library Committees are usually 
subcommittees of the Syndicate and its pro- 
ceedings must be confirmed by that body. Ip 
Patna and Calcutta Universities there ‘are in fact 
two Committees, Library Executive Committee and 
Library General Committee. The function of the 
Library General Committee is to prepare the Library 
budget for: consideration by the Syndicate in the 
first instance and ultimately by the Senate and also 
to frame rules and regulations governing the use 
of the Library. Library Executive Committee 
generally holds“monthly meetings and is normally. 
responsible for the maintenance and development of 
the Library. In Bénares most of the. members of 
the Committee are appointed by the Senate. Library 
Executtive Committee’ ‘is composed of elected as 
well as Ex-officio mémbers.. In Calcutta the Vice- 
Chancellor, the Registrar and the Secretary, Post 
Graduate Councils in Arts and Science are mem- 
bers of the Library Committees by virtue of their 
official position in the University. Other members 
of the Executive Committee are elected by the 
Syndicate.:but «they are -not necessarily members 
of the Syndicate. 'In Madras -all ‘members ' are 
appointed by the Syndicate and they must be 
members of the. Syndicate. There is no provision 
for ex-officio members, < - Lucknow! has made radically 
different: arrangement.!. The‘ ‘Library Committee ” 
is formed of 19 departmeatal heads of-the Univer- 
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sity. “In Annamalft University ‘also there is no 
elected members. All the ten professors of the 


Annamalai University are members of the Library 
Committee, 


Bodelian Library 1s governed by a Board of 
Curdtors consisting of the Vice-Chancellor, Regius 
Professor of Divinity, Civil Law and Medicine. 
Generally speaking in England Library Committees 
are tesponsible to the Senate in all matters except- 
ing -finance, to which it submits monthly report 
cf its activities. Financial control is however 
exercised by the Court. 


Few German Universities have Library Commi- 
ttees for the management of their Libraries. Even 
where there isa committee it has no real authority: 
it functions only in an advisory capacity. 


STATUS OF LIBRARIAN, 


Although the Librarian acts as Secretary to 
the Library Committee there is no general agree- 
ment in India regarding his qualifications, status, 
and pay. University Librarians, must be scholars 
able to hold their own in the academic world, 
His intellectual attainment should be such as to 
command ` general respect, Scholarship alone with- 
out organising ability sbould not be emphasised in 
the appointment of Librarian. Technical knowledge 
of Librarianship is now considered to bea valuable 

“asset wor ‘a Librarian. A wise Librarian can plan 
not only to meet immediate demand but can forsee 
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the demands ofa future date. Ih addition to having 
intimate knowledge of the stock he should be able 
to size up his readers well. Much depends on 
how much he gains the confidence of the professorial 
staff, > ! 


In 1850 a wholetime professional man called 
Ruland was appointed Librarian of Wurzburg 
University in South Germany, This is the earliest 
evidence of the recognition of the value of profess- 
ional qualification for University Librarians. Since 
1870 the practice of appointing professional men 
as University Librarian has become general. German 
Universities give equal importance to scholarship 
as well as to professional qualification in the appoin- 
ment of not only the Librarian but also the senior 
assistants, All senior assistants there are speciali- 
sts in their particular subject of study, Their 
standard of scholarship js also much higher than 
that of their counter part in the British Universities. 
For this German university libraries do not need 
‘the assistance of the professorial staff in purchasing 
books or in the preparation of bibliography or in 
any other matter. 


With the rapid development of the University 
Libraries in India the value of professional Librarians 
began to be recognised. Panjab University 
secured the ‘services ofa foreign specialist Asa 
Don Dickinson who was instrumental in modern- 
ising the administration of the Panjab *Uniyersity. 
-Library and also in introducing Librarianship 


` 
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training for the first time in this country. Khan Baha- 
dur K, M. Asaduallah, formerly Librarian, Imperial - 
Library and the late Mr. Labhu Ram, Librarian 
of the Panjab University Library received training 
from him. Since then, many other universities 
have provided or are providing facilities for 
professional training; , Benares, Bombay, Madras, 
Calcutta have opened centres for professional training. 
Calcutta has the unique distinction of running three 
schools of librarianship by three different 
organisations. In addition to the University, Imperial 
Library* and Bengal Library Association Summer 
School are recognised training centres. The examples 
of the Panjab University was followed by other 
Indian Universities such as Bombay, Calcutta, 
Madras etc. in giving higher status and pay for 
the University Librarians. The practice of putting 
clerks in charge of Libraries have ceased. But Libra- 
rians do not as yet enjoy full confidence of their 
respective Committees. In Lucknow University a 
senior member of the professorial staff as chair- 
man of the Library Committee is given the 
designation of Honorary» Librarian whereas the 
nerson who is actually responsible for the manage- 
ment of the Library is known as the Assistant 
Librarian. Patna University until -very recently 
used to be run by an assistant only; one of the 
_Assistatnt Registrars being the officer technically 
zespongjblee for the Library. 

The success of the University Library depends 
"= Imperial Library diploma course is now suspended. — 
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largely to the extent of co-operation existing 
between the Librarian and the Library Committee 
on one hand and‘between the Librarian and the 
professorial staff on the other, 


The Librarian usually acts as Secretary to the 
Committee. The powers and functions of’ the 
Library Committee are such as have been dele- 
gated to it by the higher body. ` 
FUNCTIONS OF THE LIBRARY COMMITTEE. . 


The agenda for the business of the Library 
Committee includes the following items:- 
1. Appointment and dismissal of staff. 
2, Preparation of the Budget and the allocation 
among different subjeccs. 

3. Purchase of books and periodicals. 

4, Furniture, office equipment. 

5. Rules and regulations for the use of the 


Library. 
SOURCES OF LIBRARY REVENUE. 


Few Univertity Libraries have any sizeab'e 
special source of income other than that from the 
general funds. However, Oxford and Cambridge 
University Libraries are two notable exceptions 
in being the recipient of State grant directly 
from the Exchequer amounting Rs. 20,000 a year, 
Madras University Library has a special endowment 
which fetches yearly about Rs. 17,000 as interest. 
Some money is realised in almost alb ugjversity 
and college libraries through late return of books. 
Dr. 5. R. Ranganathan has cited the example of a 
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college in Madras where this source became ‘so 
important that it could finance the building of 4 
college hall fittingly described as the Fine Hall. 


As the role of the University Libraries is to’ 
assist the ‘Universities to develop-their normal func- 
tion properly no definite limit “can be fixed 
for the University Library grant. The amount ofthe 
grant depends not so much on the numerical: strength 
‘of the students on the rolls but to the extent 
of serious work including original investigation 
carried on in the University. All University 
Libraries consider it desirable to make their libraries 
as complete as possible for the -dissimination 
of knowledge and subject ‘only~ to the limitation 
imposed by the finances. 

LIBRARY BUDGET. 


University Library sands money on the following 
items :~ 

(a) establishment (b) ee of books and 

periodicals (c) bookbinding (d) furniture te) station- 


The following table shows the amount of méney.spent by 
the different Indian Universities for their Libraries :- 


Panjab... Rs,63,000 Madras... Rs.63,000 
Benares ... = ,, 39,935 Calcutta ... ,, 86067« 
Lucknow ...- 4, 17,000 Bombay... » 61,224 
Dacca ee n 22,000 (The figures are for the year 
Annamalai... , 12,000 - 1940-41). ° 


“For Calcutta the figures include the money spent by the 


we , 1epartmeptal labrariee but not the money alloted to the Univer, 


* sity Naw College which is not controlled by the Library Commi- 


ttee. j 
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erties (f) other items. 907 of the Library budget 
is earmarked for the first two items. Acquisition 
of periodicals in University Libraries is more 
important than books as they contain latest informa- 
tion’ on a subject. British Library practice ‘is to 
allocate 44 p.. c. of the book fund for periodicals, 
the, corresponding figure for German Universites 
in 1936 is 56%. Among Indian University Libraries 
Madras supplies the highest figure, about 50% is 
spent on periodicals. The amount usually spent 
on books and periodicals is between 25-40% of the 
whole Library grant. Very few university libraries 
spend money for the upkeep of the building as 
this is usually a charge on the general revenue, 


ACQUISITION OF MATERIALS : PURCHASE, 


Books are acquired in the university libraries 
mainly through the following sources:-. 

(a) copy-right (b) purchase (c) exchange (d) 
gift. The privilege of acquisition of books through 
the system of legal deposit is enjoyed by the 
universities of Oxford and Cambridge and the Trin- 
ity College, Dublin. The entire book fund is 
devoted to the purchase of books written in English 
and in foreign languages published outside the 
territorial limits of Great Britain. British Museum 
is also a copy-right library although the privilege 


was extended to it much later. The British - 
Museum is entitled to receive every book’ ¢hrough _ 


the system of legal deposit at the responsibility 
of the publishers, the cost of despatch is borne by 


wn 


SEMINAR LIBRARIES. 
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the latter. Oxford and Cambridge University Libraries 

however, have to present’ their claims’ to the 


publishers for every newly printed book through 
their London agent. 


Different processes are pursued in different 
universities for selecting books for their libraries 
which are generally speaking done on the recom 
mendation of the heads of the departments. The 


‘Librarian is usually responsible for (a) filling up 


gaps in the representation ot subjects (b) selection 
of “border” line subjects i, e. -subjects which do 
not strictly come under any of the departments 
{c) purchase of rare and old collection, 


o 


Book selection is usually done through sub- 
committees. In Cambridge University a panel is 
formed with 50 professors who are all specialists 
in their respective field of knowledge, They depend 
on the various national bibliographies for information 
òf recent publication. For this the Librarian forwards 
to each one of them necessary materials including 
trade journals and publisher's announcements, etc, 
All individual requisition must pass through the 
panel before books can be ordered. In Oxford 
University each faculty has a separate book selection 
committee which acts in an advisory capacity to 
the Librarian whose decision is final. 


p 


German library ‘practice 1s quite dissimilar from 


( 10.) e 


the British. The University Librarian is responsible 
only for central collection but he has no voice in the 
management of the “Seminar bibliothekans which 
are ¢ontrolled by the Heads of the departments, 
They make their own selection whereas selection 
for the central stock is done by the Librarian 
who yield almost unfettered powers in this respect, 
The organisation of the Seminar bibliothekan in 
Getmany is entirely-different from’ the departmental 
libraries in Indian universities. They are financed 
partly by subscription realised from the students 
and partly. from special gtant from the central 
library budget. They may also “be recipient of 
direct state aid. Only advanced students or re“ 
search workers are allowed’ to use the seminar 
libraries. They.are entirely under their respective 
professors, The collections of the seminar bibliothe~ 
kans are intended to meet the personal requirement 
of the professor-in-charge. They may be on any special 
subject or on any particular topic. The nature 
of the collection may often change with the change 
of professor-in-charge, Instances are known of 
professors-inscharge being permitted te take over 
the entire collection to another university where 
they may have accepted appointment. 


DEPARTMENTAL LIBRARIES. . 
- m 4 


The organisation of the Departmental’ libraries 
isentirely different from the seminar libraries, 
Although they are run by the department hefd™ 
the librarian has general control over them. Purchase 
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of books and periodicals is done through the central 
library. Rules for the use of the libraries are framed 
by the Library - Committee. They may be regarded 
more or less as ‘branch libraries. Inthe Panjab 
University excepting the work of the. annual stock- 
taking‘the main library can not interfere with the 
departmental libraries in any other way.. Departmental 
libraries -of the Hyderabad University are absoultely 
independent of the central organisation. 


. Broadly speaking judging from the financial 
point of view the existence of the departmental 
Ar libraries is uneconomical, Provision has to be made 
i for separate staff for the manāgement of each of 
the libraries however small may be the collection 
which if amalgamated may be run bya much smaller 
staff. Tbe same book may be found in one or more 
departmental libraries as well asin the central library. 
Knowledge is essentially one indivisible unit and in 
organising the departmental libraries there must be 
overlapping of topics and therefore of 
interest. It is difficult to say where economics, and 
economic history begin. Itis not always possible 
to make any line of demarcation between physics, 
‘chemistry and physical chemistry. Duplication of 
books must take place in the departmental libraries, 


‘ ACQUISITION OF MATERIALS : EXCHANGE, 
a. _Exchdnge system is one of the most important 


‘source of acquiring books in the University libraries, 
This may..be very . easily organised when the 


‘ 
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univetsities have their own publications. Exchange 
of official journal also take place very frequently. 
In foreign countries exchange of not only new 
matters but. also exchange of duplicates has been 
organised on co-operative basis. The most 
important organisation before the last war was 
that based onthe international aggreement for the 
exchange of government publications which was 
made at Brussels in March 1886 whereby 8 
states (now 20) among which Great Britain is not 
one agreed to exchange official publications, These 
countries have set up offices to effect these exchanges 
and they are frequently housed in the National 
Libraries They also deal with the publication 
of academies and hence may be genuinely regarded 
as national exchange centres, There are also direct 
exchanges among libraries all over the world. 
Royal University Library at Oslo circulates list of 
publications which it can offer for exchange and invites 
similar list from other university centres. It 
has in fact brought its exchange relation to 
a high pitch of efficiency. The reason why Great 
Britain did not join is that it would be disadvan- 
tageous to her; she would receive very little in 
return from the smaller countries. 


Exchange of dissertations among university 
libraries in Germany, France, and U.S. A. also 
take place ona wide scale. In Great Britain disserta- 
tions are not published and hence the question of 
such exchange does not arise. University libr:ries 


wa 
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in India also organise their exchange system through 
the medium of their own journals. j 


In Great Britain there was an interesting 
privately formed centre which was active from 
1921-1935 at the London School of Economics. 
The centre was called The “University Libraries 
for Central Europe” and was established in 1921 
to obtain books by gift, purchase or exchange for 
those university libraries which as a result of the 
war were unable to buy English books. Arrangements 
were made with several British publishers for the 
supply of new publications to these libraries at a 


discount sometimes of 50%. In 1934 it ceased 
to function. 


An elaborate arrangement for exchange has been 
organised by the universities and research section 
of the Library Associations in England among the 
different special libraries. The machinery set up 
for the purpose is that libraries desiring exchange 
of tbeir duplicates send cards to the National 
Central Library which compiles a consolidated list 
and circulates the list or lists among the different 
co-operative libraries who mark out the items they 
require and send the books to the National Central 
library which reeeives the books free and distribute 
them. This arrangement was brought into force 
in 1937 when about 18,000 items were distributed 
among 117 libraries, 


¢ 


s Another source of MAI is the acquisition 
through gift. University libraries often request 
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its members responsible for any new publication 
for a free copy of their books. Acquisition through 
gift may be better organised if the libraries have 
‘reviewing’ journal. Science libraryat South kensington 
London receives 9,000 periodicals free from all 
parts of the world. > E3 


LOCATION OF UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES 


As all the departments are equally interested 
central location of the University library is desirable 
But an ideal site is not possible for older type 
of universities. As university activities begin 
to expand new departments come into existence 
and if the university is situated at the heart 
of a big city horizontal expansion is impossible. 
Either the university should expand vertically i.e. 
adding on floors or some of the departments must 
be aceommodated in some other parts of the town. 
Where all the ‘university departments can not be 
accommodated in one place, central position for 
the university Library is quite out of question This is 
very well illustrated by. the development of the 
Calcutta University. The main university departments 
accommodating .. arts subjects „are ` situated ‘in 
one place. Science college departments are housed 
in two places one dealing with biological 
sciences at Ballygunge, the other dealing with physical 
sciences is at Upper Circular Road. There is, how 
ever, a proposal to concentrate both the Science 
college departments in one’ place. - Cons@emwently - 
separate departmental libraries. have been brought 
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into existence. Concentration lof ) books n 
one place may not always be very convenient for 
the management of libraries. In the new universities 
of America the area occupied is so large that it 
can be compared with small towns. At Harvard the 
area covered is so large and the collections are so 
huge that- departmental libraries have assumed great 
importance; out of the’total collection of 4 millions 
nearly half-are in departmental libraries. 


PROVISION FOR FUTURE EXPANSION 


University library collections are ever increasing 
and provision for future expansion must be made, 
In planing university libraries all future contingens 
ces must be taken into , account... In. this respect 
the European University libraries differ fundamen- 
tally from the Public libraries. Public library 
collection - grows very rapidly during the first 
few years of its existence but after its stock has 
been completely - built up a balance is set up 
between the number of addition each year and 
the number withdrawn from the shelves as being 
unfit for remaining further in circulation. Conse- 
quently demand for space for new addition is met 
by the “room left -vacant by the withdrawals. 
Public libraries are no‘ longer regarded as store 
house `of books. Excepting classics they retain 
only uptodate books: and books for which there 
is demand, University libraries - requirment , for 
“space #6c°new addition can not be met by” mine 
drawals as there may be need for a research worker 


( 16 ) 


at a distant future date for a complete but out 
of date edition, Wise planning is necessary other- 
wise the convenience of central position for the 
library of a new university may be upset by lack 
of sufficient space for expansion. A suitable site 
with sufficient room for future growth giving 
proximity to all the departments may also check 


the recent tendency of the central library stock- 


being split into departmental libraries, 


BUILDING PLAN. 


The Leeds University Library is a circular 
building in the centre of a quadrangle, ‘in one 
side of which is housed physical. science, on 
another side the arts, on 2 third side the biologi- 
cal departments. 


University Library Reading is also centrally 
Situated. The traditional English plan betrays 
ecclesiastical influence. The centre aisle serves as 
a passage and also for exhibition purposes, while 
the side aisles are converted into a series of 
alcoves and transverse cases. In these cases are 
placed the readers’ tables: both readers and books 
enjoy good light: the former can work in seclusion 
although constant supervision is not easy. 


! 


American library plans are entirely different - 


from the British. The basic difference of Leeds 


— 


w 
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t 
with Yale is that the former has a hollow centre 
whereas Yale hasa solid one, For whilst the dome 
at Leeds occupies the entire ground floor of. the 
building apart from the administrative rooms, the 
heart of Yale is a gigantic stock about 150 feet in 
height. | . 


DEPARTMENTS. 


The size of the main Reading Room or the 
reference room presents a serious problem. However 
largea university library may be it cannot give 
accommodation to a!l the students at the same time: 
The University of -California has on its rolls about 
30,000 students ; instances are also given in the “Survey 
of Libraries” of the American practice of duplicating 
classes with 750 students on the rolls. $ 


Large reading hall with seating. accommodation 
for some hundred readers is certainly not the 
best arrangement. Apart from the question of 
privacy constant movement of readers makes 
concentration well-neigh impossible. The main reading 
foom receives echo of discordant sounds from the 
other departments. Supervision by the staff and 
service to the readers are also rendered more 
difficult. Harvard University provides: accommoda- 
tion for 292 readersin the main reading room. In 
the Calcutta University the very size of the main 
reading room is bewildering ; seating accommodation 
for about 250 readers has been provided. 


The whual method employed by the American 
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University to break up unmanageable number is by 
providing accommodation elsewhere: under-graduate 
reading rooms relieve pressureon the main library 
toa large extent. A large number of undergraduates 
come tothe libraries not so much for reading but for 
comparing their notes. Browsing room is also avery 
usual section of the American Library System. In 
the Browsing rooms the whole atmosphere is 
informal, Smoking is ‘permitted, readings are given 
in winter by the members of the faculty during which 
coffee is served. 
OPEN ACCESS. 


University libraries . may adopt open 
access system in a, strictly limited way. Readers are 
not usually admitted to the main stack but the 
provision of arranging Reference collection round 
about the Reading room to some extent offsets any 
inconvenience due to,this. The main argument for 
Not accepting open access system as it prevails in the 
Public Libraries are (a) lack of sufficient space 
between the shelves and the necessity to avoid 
overcrowding in the stack (b) If the readers are 
allowed to pull out books ‘from the shelves thena 
large number of books will be ‘lost’ as readers are 
not expected to put them back in their proper places ® 
inthe shelves. (c) Display of classes in the stock 
for the guidance of the readers is not always possible 
especially with old libraries as the demand for more 
shelf accommodation often has to be met ky breaking 
up of sequences; continental libraries in” “Hueope ° 


ha 
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arrange books according to accession number and not 
in any classified order and thus save lot of space 
which otherwise must be left out to provide 
accommodation for new addition at the end of every 
topic likely to expand. ‘Misplacement’ by readers 
is however not a very serious obstacle as this may be 
avoided if the readers are directed not to put back 
on the shelves books pulled out from the shelves 
but to leave.them on special tables. Loss of book may 
be prevented if all entrancz and exits to the Library 
are controlled through wicket gates by the counter 
staffand strict vigilence is exercised both in the 
s:ack room and at the counter. 
CLASSIFICATION AND CATALOGUING. 

One of the important features in the organization of 


the University Libraries is that very few of them in 
Englandas well as in this country followany recognised 


_ system of classification or cataloguing. The in adeq- 


uacy of Dewey system in classifying books on Indian 
History and antiquity philology and religion and such 
other cultural topies as are likely’ to be represented 
more or less strongly in Indian Libraries have compelled ' 
many of them to introduce modifications or expansions 
according to their need. Dr. Dickinson of the 


. Panjab University Library proposed expansions for 


the Indian History section, Osmania University for 
Islamic subjects, Mr. Probhat Kumar Mukherjee of 
Visvavarathi, santiniketan has suggested some interest- 
ing modification for the philology section. Dewey 


himself a65 conscious about the difficulties of the Indian 
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Libraries and ina letter toa Librarian,in India just 
before his death promised to consider the requirement 
of the Indian Libraries in his next edition. / 


_ ,This limitation of Dewey’s scheme from the Indian 
point of view is . characteristic of other Western 
schemes such as Brown, Cutter etc, and has led Indian" 
Libraries to propose schemes of classification for their 
own use, : 


Two of the Indian schemes deserve spécial mention ; 
(1) The Colon scheme of Rao Saheb S, R. Ranganat- 
han and (2) the Oriental scheme (Prachya vargi 
Karana paddhati) of S. C. Guha. 


Oriental scheme is to a large extent an adaptation 
of the Dewey scheme, the basic features of classes 300, 
400, 500, 600, 700, have been retained. Literature and 
philology are placed togetker under 400, the gap created 
in 800 literature class in Dewey has been filled up by 
philosophy the original class in Dewey's 100 being 
given to Dharma Shastras and 900 to religion instead >- 
of History which has been shifted to ‘200. 


The original features of Ranganathan’s Colon scheme 
are too well known and have received considerable 
attention in Western countries. The scheme however is 
extremely complex and a description of even a bried 
outline of it presents insuperable difficulties, Some 
of the Indian Universities in the South have already 
adopted the scheme, two others in the North are 
experimenting with it. Itis essential that the Indian 
Libraries of all types and sizes shou!d have on®*yehamae - 
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of „classification and cataloguing constructed on 
scientific principles due regard being paid to the 
practical requirement of the Library. This will 
considerably facilitate the co-operation of libraries 
in the matter of inter lending of books and periodi- 
cals on a national scale, 


University libraries in India play a much more 
important part in the promotion of the Library moye- 
ment than is to be found elsewhere and it is quite 
obvious that in the formulation of any scheme for co- 
ordinating Library activities that will form the back 
bone of the Library system in the country. 
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A Plea for Re-organisation of the 


Commercial Library, Calcutta. 


Owing their origin mostly to individual 


munificence libraries in India have no clear relation 
to any large social principle. They are also as 
yet unintegrated into any mitional system. A 
representative library in India is thus a small 
organisation and almost a misnomer for a congeries 
of books and periodicals of ephemeral interest. It 
is doubly limited by the intellectual tastes and 
‘financial means of its patrons who belong large'y 
to the middle c'asses. 


True to the pattern a large number of small 
libraries functions in Calcutta also. But a great 
university; a number of learned associations and 
such government institutions as the Imperial Library 
and Commerical Library are also in Calcutta 
and makeits library resources distinctive in volume 
and variety. Since books are for use and not for 
interior decoration it is not enough, however, to 
know the size of a particular library. 


A far more important thing is the facility i 


available for use of its contents. “This facility 
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should include a well-ordered Catalogue, readiness 
on the part of the library staff to help visitors 
and provisions of comfort or seclusion for consultation 
of reference books or pursuit of serious studies. 


Judged by these criteria a glaring defect of the 
present library system in Calcutta is the absence 
of a well-equipped commercial library. An institu- 
tion of identical name does exist in a central 
part of the city and ostensively looks to the needs 
of its commercial public. It has lending as well 
as reference sections. But for some years past the 
government department which should be responsi- 
ble for its maintenance seems to have been neglec- 
ting it. Indeed it has been bravely carrying on 
its functions with a remarkable deficiency of primary 
Taw material, namely, books, and journals contain- 
ing latest information. Unfortunately even available 
materials of that library are not as well-organised 
in catalogues or otherwise displayed to advantage 
of visitors as they might be. Although there is 
only one room open to the public and book cases 
are lined up along its walls, there is no open access 
system. The ‘dictionary catalogue and the card 
catalogue are incomplete and help little. The 
classification system is naively alphabetical. 


In view of the circumstances stated abovea 
reorganisation of the Commercial Library is long 
overdugy But before any plans for reorganisation 


" “Sin be undertaken, we should be clear in our 


minds about: the purposes of such a library and 
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the classes of readers which it is to serve. ‘Broadly 


‘we may distinguish between three classes of visitors 
to a Commercial Library. 


lá 


(a) active businessmen who reguire to collect 
"or - verify facts and figures from standard 
‘reference publications, such as Thacker's 

= .Directories, Statistical Abstracts of diff- 
‘erent governments etc. ; 


(b) Businessmen and others who require some- 
what fuller information, say, about a 
manufacturing process, import export 
duties, quotas, or “other trade restrictions 
‘from latest books, journals, government 
notifications, etc ; 


fc) Students and scholars who are interested 
in studies of a research nature of problems 
of trade and industry. 


It is most important to remember that most 
of such visitors are gainfully employed elsewhere 
and would like their stay at the library to beas 
short as possible, This implies that there should 
be proper arrangements for ascertaining the individual 
needs of the visitors. Ideally, there shauld -be 
three separate sections for attending to the needs 
of the three classes of visitors. In any case there 
should be at. least three rooms into which the 
visitors may be ‘conducted after the Pumases of 


their visit have been ascertained by the Librarian 


The Librarian should, therefore, have: his seat in 


ain 
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the first: room or as near the entrance as possible, 
This- first room should contain all reference books 
and it is where the first, class of visitors’ will 
stay and find answers to their queries. This room 
may lead on toa second one.in which should be 
housed the main part of the books of the library, 
Open access to the shelves should enable visitors 
to help themselves, though the libráry staff would 
also be there to advise, . if . necessary. It 
may be made a rule that these readers should 
leave their books on their tables to be put 
back to proper places by library staff, For the remat- 
ning readers namely, students and scholars, a third 
room is an obvious necessity. This class of readers 
requires vety little assistance from the library staff 
and can be depended upon both to find the books 
required by them and put them back when done with. 
The kind of help which they appreciate most and must 
be given at all costs isa classified catalogue with 
liberal entries and cross-references. For the first 
class of visitors the services of a complement of 
reference assistants will be a great convenience and a 
commercial library worth the nameina big city like 
Calcutta should be able to provide such services. The 
reference assistants may take their seats in a corner 
of the first (reference) room itself and use the publi- 
cations kept there, But whenever the. funds of the 
library permit, they should havea separate room and 
a separa tof the more important reference books. 


It goes without saying that the location of such 
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a library, as now, should be at a central place of the 
city. It follows similarly that the working hours of 
the library should be in conformity with those obser- 
ved in the business world, Again, the library 
furniture should positively invite by the comfort and 


convenience which they promise. Reading should be 
a joy and an exercise in austerity. To this end shaded 


lights may make a contribution by offering not to 


hurt eyes. The interior arrangements should be 
completed by prominently displying on the walls of 
the reading rooms the heartening legend which is 
inscribed on the walls of the great library of congress, 
namely, whenever in difficulty ask the librarian: he 
knows”. l - ' 

` D. C. Sarkar 
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‘The Libraries of Siam 
BY 


| Paresh Chandra Dasgupta, M. A. 
Director of the That-Bharat Cultural Lodge, Bangkok 


Librarianship in Siam is primarily inspired 
by religious motives which were responsible for 
bringing into existence ancient and _mediaeval 
libraries of Taksasila, Nalanda and Rome. Its 
main theme is Buddhism. That is the reason why 
the present “wats” (monasteries) of Thailand have 
also become repositories of numerous manuscripts 
on Pali Buddhism and other Laos=-Thai sacred 
texts: These precious manuscripts are kept 
in carved and gilt Bookcases. The latter show an 
extra~ordinary skill of decorative art illustrating 
different scenes of -folk-tales and, ancient legends. 
Numerous important manuscpipts can be seen in 
Wat Arun, ‘Wat Phra Keo, Wat Pho, Wat Suthat 


` and Wat Benchama. If one observes some of them 


he will surely become amazed by the way they 
haVe*been arranged. Although they are not kept 
in accordence with modern method, they are no less 
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scientific in their treatment of religious sorting ; 
while the manuscripts show the same calligraphic ’ 
perfection as thé Nepalese manuscripts. 


The modern phase of the Siamese librarian- 
ship began from the twenties of the present 
century. By a regal declaration of April 19, 1926 
the Natoinal Library of Bangkok was established 
as a branch of the Royal Institute of Literature 
Archaeology and Fine Arts. It has got two 
sections—Vajirajnana Library and Vajiravudha 
Library, both being in memory of the Late King 
Rama VI (1910-25), son of great king Churalongkorn 
` (1868-1910). | . 7 
_ The Vajirajnana library contains chiefly the hand- 
written manuscripts on Religion, History and Law. 
It has got undoubtedly the richest, collection of 
Cambodian Pali treatises. ‘They are magnificently- 
kept in large Jacou and gilt book cases, The famous 
Sukhodaya inscription of Rama Khamhaeng (13th century 
A. D. ) is also placed among some other inscriptions 
in the library hall. There are some scholars who regu- 
arly study the epigraphs and manuscripts, YP the 
department. | o l 


ae 
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The Vajiravudha Library contains the printed 
books which are arranged alphabetically with numeral 
numbering. The library may be. described as one 
of the biggest libraries of south-East Asia. Various 
books of almost all the modern world languages 
have bcen carefully preserved there. A well equipped 
reading room has also been provided with 
news-papers and magazines for the advantage of general 
readers. At present NaiTri is in charge of the Library. 
Just in the area of the Library stands the beautiful 
edifice of the Prince Damrong Library. All the private 
collections of,the late Prince have been arranged in it 
along with some of his interesting personal belongings 
of daily life. The library is wonderfully rich with 
books on Siamese and Cambodian Samba and 
books on chee and Japanese Art, 
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The Bengal Library 


. Receipts and payments Account for 


‘RECEIPTS. 


To Balance as on Ist January, 1945. 
With Calcutta University Co- 
operative Credit Society Ltd. 

Savings Bank Account 


With Nath Bank Ltd. 





Savings Bank Account 544 77 
In hand 
„ Subscriptions 
» Composition Fee 
„ “aie Proceeds of Directories and 
other publications 
» Donations for Birthday Celebra- 
a K. M, Rat 714 14 8 
‘Rs. 1259 63 


„ Interest 


We report that we have audited the Receipts and 
the year ended 3ist December 1945, as above set ferth and 
required. In our opinion such Receipts and paymen s Account 
and exhibits a true and correct view of the state of the 
information and the explanations given to us and as shown 


Avenue House, 
Chowringhee Square, 
Calcutta, 7th March, 19'5, Na 
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Association. 
the year ended 31st December, 1945. 





PAYMENTS. 


By Postage & Stamps 
» Printing & Stationery 
», Directory 
» Other Publications 
.. Establishment 
„ General Charges 
» Subscriptions-Indian Library 
Association ; 
Meeting & Conference Expenses 
„ Library Training Class Expenses 
Birthday Celebration 
n Bank Charges - 
Cash & Other Balances 
With Calcutta University Co. 
cperative Credit Society Ltd. 
_ Savings Bank Account 
> With Nath Bank Ltd, 
Savings Bank Account - 
In hand 


5013 9 


Payments Account of the Bengal Library ASA for 
have obtained all the inforn ation and explanations we have 
is drawn up in conformity with the Bye-laws of the Association 
affairs of the Association, according to the. best of our 
by the books of the Association : 
George Read & Ca, 
Chartered Accountants, 
r Registered Accountants, 
°. at f HONY. AUDITCRS 


The Bengal Library 
Receipts and payments Account for 


RECEIPTS. 
kamzidi 


To Balance as on Ist January, 1946 


With Calcurta University Co- 
operative Credit Society Ltd. 


` Savings Bank Account 
» Nath Bank Ltd, 
Savings Bank Account 
PN 


wa 








In hand 
T Subscriptions 0 
a- Composition Fees 0 
” Publications ue ‘0 
" Re-examination fee 0 
jo ee Interest 1410 0 663 20 
Rs, 1421 46 
¢ 


We report that we have.audited the Receipts and 
Payments Account of the Bengal Library Association fot 
the year ended 3lst December, 1946, as abave set forth 
.and have obtained all the information and explanations 
we have required. In our opinion such Receipts and Pay- 


Ayenue House, 
Chowringhee Square, 
Calcutta, 8th March, 1947. N 
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Association. 
the year ended 31st December, 1946. 





PAYMENTS. 


BY Establishment 
s Meeting & Conference Expenses 
si Printing & Stationery 
» General Charges 
n Postage & Stamps 
. Library Training Class Expenses 
” Expenses for Registration of the 
Society 
+» Balances 
With Calcutta University, 


500 15 9 


Co-operative Credit Soci- 
ety Ltd. 
Savings Bank Account 400 9 
» Nath Bank Ltd. : 
Savings Bank Account 508 11 
In hand (including Postage Stamps) 11 0 G20 4 








142146 


ments Account is drawn up in conformity with the Bye-laws 
of the Association and exhibits a true and currect view 
of the state of the affairs of the Association, according to 
the best of our information and the explanations given to 
us and as shown by the. books of the Association. 


George Read & Cc. 

Chartered Accountants, 

: a Registered Accountants, 
: HONY. AUDITORS. 


+ 
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The Bengal Library 
Receipts and Payments Account 


RECEIPTS. Rs. a. p. 


To Balance as on 1st January, 1947. 


With Calcutta University Ce- 
i operative “Credit Society Ltd. 
Savings Bank Account 
„ Nath Bank Ltd, 
Savings Bank Account 
In hand (including postage stamps) 
> Subscriptions - 
„ Composition Fee 
., Publication 


ipRe-examination Fee 





59) 14 '9 
Rs, 1511 3 3 


We report that we have audited the Receipts and Payments 
3lst December, 1947, as above set forth end have obtained all 
opinion such Receipts and Payments Account is drawn up in 
a true and correct view of the state of the affairs of the 
explanations given to us and as shown by the Looks of the 


Avenue House, 
Chowringhee Square, 
Calcutta, 30th January, 1918. s 


= 


Association. 
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fer the year ended 31st December, 1947, 








By Establishment 






Rs. a. p. Rs, a. p. 


PAYMENTS. 


120 0 
107 0 





Meeting & Conference Expenses 

Printing & Stationery 

General Charges 

Postage & Stamps 

Library Training Class Expenses 

Publication ` 

Balances ; 

With Calcutta University Co- 
operative Credit Society Ltd, 
Savings Bank Account 

. Nath Bank Ltd. 
Savings Bank Account 
(As per certificate) 
In hand 


nr 


Account of the Bengal Library Association for the year ended 
the information and explanations we have required. In our 
conformity with the Bye-laws of the Association and exhibits 
Association, according to the best of our information and the 


Association. 
George Read & Co. 
ji Chartered Accountnts, 
p l Registered Accountants, 


RONY. AUDITORS. 


SITE FOR IMPERIAL LIBRARY, CALCUTTA. 


A decision on the proposal to shift the 
Imperial Library from its present site in Esplanade 
to Belvedere in Alipore is ezpected to be taken 
shortly. Dr. Tara Chand, Secretary, Ministry of 
Education, Government of India, -told a Press 
Conference in Calcutta on Saturday, the. 3lst July 
1948, 


Dr. Tara Chand said that the proposal to 
shift the Library to Belvedere had been considered 
and a’ final decision on the matter rested with 
West Bengal Government. He stressed on the 
immediate necessity of shifting the Library to a 
place more spacious and idea 'y suited to become 
‘the National Library of India. 


--The Government of India have decided to 
change the mame of the Imperial Library 
to National Library and a Bill in the same 
line was expected to be taken up in ‘the next 
session of the Indian legislature ‘The word Imperial 
now stings to our taste when the country is free” 
be added, The Imperial Library at present 
occupied a space of 29,000 square feet, which 
was good enough to house hardly half the 
number of books with any comfort. There was 
no provision of space to store even Rs.- 20,000 
worth of books that were purchased ewery year, 
not to speak of Governmental and other publication 
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that accrued to the library automatically. At present 
the library had a stock of 6 lakhs of books of which 
4 lakhs were stocked in the Library premises and 
2 lakhs in Jabakusum House, the war-time habitation. 
The library contained 1,440 manuscript. "8,563 
books have been added to the library during the 
current year. More than 3,000 people have borrowed 
books from the library this year and 82,125 readers 
came to the reading room. 


The present” site was not suitable for 
any big library for variois reasons, The accomo- 
dation in the library was too short and 
the space available for stacking books was far 
short of the actual demand. When the house was 
built there was no arrangement for air-conditioning 
of houses and it was due to the want of air- 
conditioning that valuable manuscripts and docu- 
ments, the treasures of the nation could not be 
kept on in a scientific manner. The place where | 
the library was situated was surrounded by a 
cluster of houses used for office purposes and 
a big portion of the library was utilised for office 
purposes. Noise and bustle and hooting of cars 
disturbed the peace of the library which was 
essential for concentrated study and research work. 
The stack-room was ill-ventilated and sticky. The 
Reading Room due to want of sufficient space 
looks always overcrowded. 


The only argument advanced for the present ) 
site of the library was its accessibility to all 
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people due to its being centrally situated. ‘It was a 
mighty argument. But what they have to consider 
was whether that single argument could outweigh 
all other arguments favourable _for its shifting. 


A proposal has been made by the Ministry of 
Education for shifting the library to Belvedere in 
Alipore. It was not as if Belvedere was ideally planned 
to suit the needs of the library. But considering the 
present plight and the insuperable difficulties in 
getting a new building for such a huge library 
it might be necessary to temporise with what 
was available. A few structural alterations would 
adapt the main building to the needs of the 
library. An additional advantage at the Belvedere 
was that the rooms were designed for air-conditioning. 


The speaker was- aware that some criticisms 
have been already made that Belvedere 
was an out of way place, situated far 
away from the centre of the city and inaccessible 
to all people. The Ministry of Education was 
alive to the forceof such criticisms. But he could - 
say that difficulty could be overcome by converting 
some buses to ply on that section in some selected 
part of the day. He had already talked on that 
point to the West Bengal Premier and he (Dr. Roy) 
had agreed that it would not be so diffcult to ply 
some buses in that route for carrying ¢he readers 
to the library and back. For the casual reatlers ' 
who would find it difficult to go to Belvedere 
the present Reading Room in Esplanade might be 
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maintained -and a link between Belvedere and the 
Reading Room in Esplanade might alsobe maintained 
by plying a “Station Wagon” fitted up as a 
library on wheels, as was done most commonly 
in towns in the West where the bulk of the 
book was kept at a distance for considerations of 
space. 


Our Members’ Forum 


MILAN SANGHA—Futigoda, P. O. South Bishnupur, 
Dt. 24 Pergonas. 

The last Annual General Meeting of the 
Sangha was held on the 17th. August, 1947. 
Sj. Sambhudas Chowdhuri, General Secretary, 
read out the Annual Report which was accepted and 
which showed the increasing progress and popularity 
of the Association. 

THE CORNWALLIS LIBRARY [renamed Bharati 
Sansad|—6, R. G. Kar Road, Shyambazar, Calcutta ; 
President: Dr. Kalidas Nag. 

The last Annual General Meeting was 
held on -the 14th February, 1948. The 
members of the Library expressed deep regret over 
the loss and damage suffered by several libraries in 
the city and its suburbs during the riot. A Committee 
was appointed to expedite the building of the Jibrary’s 
own premises so that it could shift to its own 
“Building” on the occasion of its Silver Jubilee, 


MAKHANEAL PATHAGAR— P, O. Jargram, Dt. 


Burdwan. 
The Library sent exhibits to the Burdwan 


* 
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Conference ‘which ` were highly spoken of 
by _ scholars. The organisers have applied for 
Government aid for tbe library which it fully 
deserves, _ l 


TALTALA PUBLIC LIBRARY—Calcutta. 

Under the auspices of the Library the Calcutta Sahi- 
tya Sammelan (literary conference) was held in which 
such eminent scholars and writers participated, Wishing 
the Conference success His Excellency Shri C. Raja- 
Gopalachari, Governor of West Bengal wrote: “My 
very best wishes to the Literary Conference to be 
held under the auspices of the Taltola Public 
Library after a break of ten years. it is hoped 
that the break will be an inspiration and force for 
increased energy and enthusiasm. Freedom would be 
of little consequence without a cultural advance 
with face forwards and not merely resting on the 
past history of the struggle but InSPIFINE fresh 
constructive effort in all directions.” 


BISHNUPADA SMRITI PATHAGAR 4, Panchkari 
Mohanta Lane, Salkia, Howrah. 

Bishnupada, Smriti Pathagar came into 
existence asa library for school boys & girls in 
1934 after the name of Late Babu Bishnupada 
Atta, a leading businessman and prominent citizen 
of the locality, with Sree Sachindra Nath Basu 
Mullick M. A.B. L., as its President and Late 
Pannalal Atta as Honorary Secretary. The “Pathngar” 
started with very few books and some school 
boys as its members, and it is - gratifying to note 
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that during the past fourteen years the “Pathagar” 
has secured a distinguished position amongst the 
local cultural institutions. The Pathagar hasa total 
number of six thousand books with four hundred 
members approximately, Now there are two sections 
run by the Pathagar viz; Senior and-Junior. To 
promote extensive education amongst the adults 
and children of the locality, the Pathagar has 
fixed up a nominal amount of annas -/4/- and 
annas -/2/- as monthly subscription for Senior and 
Junior members respectively; Total amount realised 
annually is Rs. 1500/- approximately ` and the 
Pathagar receives no grant from any other 
sources. a 
Secretary : Sree Keshab Lal Atta. 
i Librarian: Sree Hemonto Kumar Bhattacharya 


BAKHRAHAT PUBLIC LIBRARY—P, O. Bakhrahat, 
Dt, 24 `- Parganas. 

At the last Annual General Meeting the library 
was reconstituted and a strong Committee 
was elected to popularise the institution. 


SANTIPUR PUBLIC LIBRARY—Santipur Nadia. 

Founded in 1912. Since 1930 it has its own home 
built at a cost of 40,000. Dewey system of clasifica- 
tion, Children’s section wili be opened shortly. 
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Some Aspects of Our Educational 
Problems 


Mr, P, N, Banerjee, Vice-chanceller, of the Calcutta . 
University who had just returned after atiending the 
University congrese discussed some aspects of our educa- 
tional problems including the difficulties ies the Indian 
students abroad in a press interview, 


Sj.- Banerjee said: “I felt all the while that 
the position of India was equivocal, We did not 
know and others could not know whether or not 
India would remain. within the British Common- 
wealth of Nations. This point was accentuated 
by the absence of ‘both Burma and Irish Free 
State from the Congress and the Conference.” 


Sj. Banerjee enumerated the difficulties of 
Indian students in England regarding admission 
to British Universities, accommodation and facilities 
for practical training in factories and industries 
there and urged that immediate steps should be 
taken for the removal of these difficulties. 


Sj. Banerjee spoke against undergraduates 
going to United Kingdom for securing mere 
degrees. He said: “If we take into account the 
amount of money India spends for her sons and 
daughters in the United Kingdom alone tht actwal 
amount will come up to more than Rs. 5. crores 
a year.” 
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Sj. Banerjee said; On my return from 
England on Friday last I find no publicity 
whatsoever has been given to the Conference of 
the executive heads and the Vice«chancellors within 
the British Commonwealth - which was held at 
Bristol“or of the Congress of the Vice-chancellors 
and delegates of the Universities within the 
British Commonwealth at Oxford. ' 


“The problems at issue are very important 
not merely for the Universities of India but also 
for our country as a whole. At the Conference 
at Bristol held for four days five Vice-chancellors, 
of India, namely, Vice-ehancellors of Ca'cutta, 
Madras, Patna, Andhraand Annamalai were present. 
Pakistan ` was .represented ‘ by the Vicc=chancellor 
of Lahore University. Hyderabad was represented 
by Osmania University. Altogether, 57 Vice- 
chancellors were present. Canada sent up 16, 
Australia 7, New Zealand 3, Union of South Africa 
5, Ceylon, Singapore, Hongkong and Malta one 
each, Besides these, there were 22 Vice-chancellors 
of the Universities of the United Kingdom. And 
also the executive heads of the Colleges with 
University status like the Ibadon College in 
Algeria, the Makerere College in East Africa and 
the Imperial College of Trinidad were also present. 


YA Burma and the Irish Free State were both absent. 


è p PRINCIPAL ISSUE 


“To my mind, the main issue behind the 
scenes was the position of India and Pakistan in 
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the British Commonwealth of Nations. Mr. Winston 
Churchill, Chancellor of the University of Bristol 
struck a dignified and sombre tone, He stressed 
on the British Commonwealth of Nations and the 
British Empire. Lord. Hallifax, Chancellor of the 
University of Oxford who opened the Congress at 
Oxford similarly distinguished between the two. 
Academically, the British Commonwealth and the 
Empire were to be on the same footing. The 
question, which -naturally interested me was, was 
the British Commonwealth of the present and the 
British Empire ofthe past mutually interchangeable 
terms? In other words, was England anxious to 
establish a fourth British Empire undera different 
name and perhaps undera different policy ? 
INDIA & OTHER COUNTRIES 

“I found that in the educational field Pakistan 
was friendly to India. Australia, New Zealand, 
and Canada were equally friendly. Perhaps, Australia 
and New Zealand were the most friendly of all, 
The attitude of the Union of South Africa, though 
perhaps not hostile, was certainly rigid and formal. 

“The decisions of the Congress and the 
Conference related to important questions like inter- 
change of post graduate students throughout the 
Commonwealth and also’ inter-change of teachers. 
It was agreed that receiving Universities will pay 
additional subvention to such teachers and students 


if necessary, It was further agreed that “the traffic’ 


will not be one-way traffic but will be a cross 
traffic as well, Australia, New Zealand and Canada 
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were also anxious to have Indian students in their 
Universities. In fact, Australia, has even now 
Indian students who are under no social disabilities 
in the Universities. 

“The Union of South Africa agreed on 
principle but remained reticent on the implementation 
of the scheme, The Vice-chancellor of the 
South African University of Witwatersrrng 
told me that his University admitted Indian 
students, 

UNIFORMITY OF STANDARDS 


“There was a discussion in regard to the 
bringing about uniformity of standards in the case 
of degree examinations of. all: the Universities 
within the British commonwealth. 


UNIVERSITIES & STATE. 


“The relationship between the State and the 
Universities was one of the most important items for 
discussion. In England, the State ministry for educa- 
tion paid the Universities an annual subvention of 
£ 9,000,000 from the Universities ‘Grants’ Committee. 
The Minister for Education declared that this sum 
wou'd further be augmented to £ 12,000,000 The dis- 
bursement of the subvention is made through the 
Universities Grants Committee, the State not yet 
interfering with the autonomy of the Universities. 
In other words, the State of the United Kingdom 
meets the expenses of the Universities to the extent 
of 60% of the total expenditure, 


$ 





Reviews 


(1) Trial of the Major War Criminals before the Inier- 
national Mélitary Tribunal . 
a - Wok L 

Official Documents Nuremberg 1947 


This volume contains the official pre-trial docu- 
ments in the English language with the Tribunal’s judg- 
ment and sentence. Theaim is to establish for history 
an _ authentic test of the trial of the major 
German War’ criminals. The charges against 
Goring, Hess and other defendants were broadly 
crimes against peace, war crimes and crimes against 
humanity. In the historical summary of events that . 
accompanies these‘charges as also in the judge’s 
review of events the Noazi-Soviet non-aggression 
pac: of 1939 is slurred over, beciuse that event 
undoubtedly helped Nazi aggression and it was 
inconvenient for the prosecutors to see that event 
in its proper perspective, Medical evidenee proved 
that Hess was suffering from hysterical amnesia 
yet he was tried and sentenced to life imprisonment. 
The defence contention was that the indictment 
for crimes against peace could not be valid under 
international law. Aggressive action by force even 
according to the League of Nations was a viloation_of 
international law by the state and not by statesme 
generals and industrialists of the state ‘conceal 
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A new legal maxim could not be enforced with 
retrospective effect. The fundamental principle of 
jurisprudence is that a man can be punished who 
offended against a law in existence at the time 
of the commission of the act, Another principle 
ef jurisprudence which the trial violated was 
that the judges were appointed éxclusively by 
states which formed one party in the war. This 
party created the statute of the tribunal and 
supplied the prosecution and the judges. In all 
fairness neutrals and representatives of all parties 
should bave been called to the Bench. The proceedings 
do not naturally convey an impression of impartiality 
The dissenting opinion of the Soviet member 
articularly reveals” the spirit of the prosecutor 
ose judge This volume naturally reminds a 
jan” history of the trial of Dara 

‘fe his defeat by his successful 

atu. zeb. The mockery of all this will 
surike all those who-are not citizens of the states 
that nominated the prosecutors as also the judges. 


N. K, Sinha. 


(11) Calcutta Club Library, Classified 
Calalogue (according to broad subjects.) 
Corrected up to August 1942. 


Supplements. | 


The ‘Classified Catalogue’ has been constructed 
on very simple princinles. Each entry consists of 
the heading, a very brief description of the title and 
the year of publication whereever found; all other 
items of information usually found in Library catalo- 
gues have been omitted. Simplified cataloguing may 
commend itself to Club Libraries as the omission of 
information about pagination, size, publisher’s name 
and place of publication, edition, etc. does not seriously 
handicap the catalogue as a ‘finding list’ especially 
as the collection as it appears from the catalogue 
is strong in light literature. 

The catalogue is not provided with an author 
index. Instead attempts have been made to combine 
a classified arrangement with an author arrangement 
in a very unusual way. Although books have been 
given classmarks sometimes running up to 5 figs., 
the arrangement under each broad subject (100-700) 
is authorwise. To mix up education with economics, 
astronomy with zoology, medicine with engineering, 
painting with sports is to nullify the advantages of 
a classified arrangement. Literature has been treated 
ia the orthodox way with slight modification. English 
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poetry, drama, fiction, essays, etc. ‘have each seperate ` 
sequence. English fiction etc., however, includes - 
translated works of foreign authors but Anatole France ` 
has been given two places, under English literature as 
well as under French ‘literature. A few books ‘such 
as Indian stories by F, W. Bain, appear under 891. 443 
with the heading. ‘Other languages: obviously an 
oversight for ‘Other literature’. The arrangement of 
History and Description and Travel is by countries, 
history of a country preceding description and travel. 
Here again, inconsistencies are noticeable. Books-on S 
Spanish history and description and travel, Chinese 
history and description and travel are mized up. 
together and appear in one alphabetic sequence. 
Section 945 accommodating books on Roman ‘history 
as well as Italian history and travel has been inappro- 
priately ‘described as 945: Rome. The appearance of a 
‘Miscellaneous’ subject heading just preceding the 
Biography section is rather curious. ~ 


Consistency in catalogue entries is also sometimes 
lacking. The same author has been treated at different 
times in different ways.. Rabindranath Tagore, 
Jwaharlal Nehru, Yutang Lin, appear both under the 
forename as wellas under the surname. Al Carthill 
is Alcarthill, but AlCapon is Capon, Al: Sardar Ali 
Khan is entered as Sardar Ali Khan but Sardar Ikbal 
Shah as Ikbal Shah, Sardar. Discrepancies such as 
Ronaldshay, Lord, Ronaldshay, Earl of, or, Zetland, 
Marquis of, are not very serious in view of conflicting 
catalogue practices, but entries such as Sapper, Pseud. 
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and. ,MCNeile,. H..C. (Sapper, Pseud.) separating books 
-by- the. - same. author is not only unhelpful, it .is 
misleading. .°- i 


+ 


T Amalgamation. of names ETR ai Mc, and 


Mac, in: one ‘sequence, omission of author cross:refer-. 


ence in’ a classified catalogue.(P57), avoiding double 
placing of the same book (P.2 and P.123): are among 


some of {the “methods .that may be: suggested a the 


improvement of: the catalogue. | . 


: -“Althou gh we have not‘arr inconsiderable‘ number 
of Club Libraries ‘i in India, very few of them ‘can boast 


of a catalogue printed 80° well’ as the Calcutta Chib 


Library Catalogue. The get up and‘ the display leave 

- very little to be desired: The authorities of the club 

responsible for the publication are to be congratulated. 
b. 4. B. 


~” 


News And Views 
= THE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION O. LIBRARY 
5 ASSOCIATIONS, 


* “Rao Sakeb S, R. Ranganathan has been deputed 
by the Indian Library’ Association to represent 
the Libraries in India at the forthcoming meeting 
of the Association. A shor- history of the organi- 
sation ofthe International “Federation of Library 
‘Association or mote popularly known as IFLA 
appeared inthe “British Book News”. 


The organisation came into existence as ‘an outcome of 
recognition that problems concerning Libraries and their manage- 
ment may take an international character and international] 
association of librarians may be desirable. 


The first conference or Librarians was held in New Yorkin 
1853. It was attended by about 80 American Librarians. From 
1930 IFLA held annua! conferences in Stockholm, Cheltenham, 
Perne, Chicago, Madrid, Barcelona, Warsaw, Paris, Hague 
and ‘Amsterdam. The war of course prevented meetings but 
in 1947 the series was resumed in Oslo and future conferences 
are to meet in Prague (1949) and America (1950). The present 
session is being held in Lendon. 


There can be no, doubt of the value of .such conferences 
but much of the work of IFLA is done by ‘committees by 
means of correspondence. These “Sous Commissions” at 
present deal with fourteen different aspects of Library work 
such as professional education. Public Libraries, production 
and prices of books, centres of dccumehtation, exchange of 
Librarians, h-spital libraries, statistics `of, libraries and book 
. production parliamentary libraries, clagsifization. cataloguing 
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and exchange of University publications, At each conference 
reports are presented by the “Sous Commission" on their work 
and by the delegates on the developments of previous year in 
their respective countries. 


The working expenses of the Fedaration are defrayed by 
subscription from the various National Associations. 


The international character of IFLA -is reflected in its 
officers. There have been four Presidents from four different 
countries, 


A NATIONAL CENTRAL LIBRARY FOR INDIA 


The Government of India have appointed an 
expert committee to consider and report on the 
advisability of establishing a National Central Library 
in India. The members of the Committee are Dr. 
Tarachand, Educational adviser to the Government 
of India, Chairman, Dr. S. R. Ranganathan, 
Dr. S. N, Sen, Dr P. M. Joshi, Dr. D. 5, 
Kothari and Mr. B. S, Kesavan, Secretary. 


National Libraries are entitled under the law of a 
country to receive free one copy of every book 
published within the country. In England there 
are 5 copy-right Libraries. The committee will no 
doubt give due consideration to the question whether 
one copyright library for India will be able to meet the 
requirement of research scholars and workers as one 
cultural centre is not recognised in the country. When 
it was suggested to shift the Imperial Library from 
Calcutta to Delhi the committee of the Bengal Library 
Association in a resolution pointed out that the real 
problem will not be solved by transferring the 
Imperial Library from Calcutta but by establishing 
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similar libraries in other important cultural centres 
provided there is demand for them. In view of the 
vastness of the geographical area of the country and 
inadequacy of communication research scholars and 
workers will be put to great inconvenience if the 
committee recommends the establishment of only 
one National Institution. 

DR. S. R. RANGANATHAN, 


Delhi University conferred the Honorary Degree 
of Letters on Rao Saheb S. R. Ranganathan, 
President, Indian Library Association, in a special 
convocation in connection with the Silver. Jubilee 
celebration of the Delhi University, In response to 
an invitation from the “Indian Librarian” the follow- 
ing message was sent for publication. 


“Universities in the past have conferred Honorary 
degrees on people who have made their marks in 
different spheres of life but this is the first time that 
an Indian University has conferred the unique 
distinction of D. Litt. on an eminent Indian who is 
well kttown for his activities in connection with the 
library movement in the country, Rao Saheb S. R. 
Ranganathan is mainly responsible for bringing the 
Indian Library Association into existence and the 
different library organizations and Associations that 
are trying to make the people more and more library 
conscious derive their inspiration from him. Rao 
Saheb will long be remembered not only for his 
contribution to the different aspects of librarianship 
but also for his efforts towards creating a band 
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of ardent workers burning with enthusiasm for 
the cause so dear toj him working silently and 
ceaselessly without adequate compensation trying 
to carry his message| to the millions of Indian 
men and women living,in the remotest villages, The 
action of Delhi University has certainly brought 
his long cherished dreams of seeing the country 
covered with a net work of libraries one step 
nearcr fulfilment.” | a 


SIZE OF THE AMERICAN LIBRARIES. 


- 19 Libraries in U.S A. contained more than one million 
Volume; the Library of ‘Congress 6.349.157; the New York 
Public Library 4.449 192 | Yale University 2 351,236; Harvard 
University 4.40),870; University of California 1,568 743; Uni- 
versity of Chicago 1,301,206; University of Illinois, 1306 561 ; 
Cornell-University 1,094,137; University of Minnesota 1,221,981; 
University of Michigan 1,168,612 etc. 

How -do these figures compare with the estimated stock of 
the more important Indian Libraries ? 


IMPERIAL LIBRARY, To 


Mr. B. S. Kesavan, Curator of Libraries of 
the Central Bureau of Education, has been 
appointed Librarian iof the Imperial Library in 
place of Khan Bahadur K. M. Asadullah who 
relinquished his charge in June, 1947. 


The Government of India has recently brought 
forward a bill changing the name of the "Imperial ° 
Library to ‘India Library’ in view of the changed 
circumstances in = country, The Government. 


(55 j 

however, -did not accept our ‘suggestion to -give 
back the “old name "Calcutta Public : Library” 
out of whose stock the ‘Imperial Libarry has 
been built: ~ . zo a ae 
LIBRARY BULLETIN. s 

One of the oldest libraries: in the -city the 
Bharati -Parishad ‘which was started in ‘1890 is 
to be congratulated for bringing out ʻa Library 
periodical entitled ‘Library Bulletin’. - The -Bulletin 
contains short articles, reviews of books and 
news items'on the special features of - different 
libraries.- It has a Bengali as well as an’ English 
section and among its contributors may be found 
many eminent educationists , and Librarians. One 
of our constituents started a periodical in Bengali 
“Pathagar” which was later on accepted, as the 
organ of the Bengali Library Associdtion represen- 
ting its official viev. This’ was edited for some“ 
time by the then Secretary of the Association 
and was enriched- with articles from Kumar 
Munindradeb- Rai Mahasaya, Mr. T. C. Dutta, 
Dr Niharranjan Roy and others. The journal. 
although financed by the Association had to 
suspend publication on -account of shortage of. 
paper and the war condition, The absence of. 
such a journal devoted entirely to library 
movemént is keenly felt and the question of 
its - resurrection. is receiving our earnest, 
attention. 


t 
' 
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. BENGAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


J i 
THE NEW EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE FOR 
5i THE SESSION 1948-49 


Dr. N. Ray, President, Ex-officio, 


A. B. Dutta, Chairman of the council Ex-officio 
Benoykumar Chatterjee, Treasurer, Ex-officio 


L: P. Sukul, | 

P. C. Bose, 

. Phanindranath Mukherjee, t Elected 

members 

.,.¢J. Saha, | 
218. K. Saraswati, J 
„e. A.K, Raychaudhury, Asst. Secy, 

T. C, Dutta, Joint Secretary, 

'B. N. Banerjee, General Secretary, Ex-officio 


SUMMER TRAINING SGHOOL. 
j | 


The Librarianship ‘Training Class had its first 
old boys gathering in the premises of the Calcutta 
University Library Hall under the Presidentship 
of Dr. Niharranjan Ray, Bagisvari Professor of Fine 
Arts, Calcutta University, on the 14th August, 
1948, at 3 P. M, with about forty students and 


teachers. | 
Messrs. Manoj Roy and Ananta Kumar Chakravorty speaking 
for the old boys congratulated the outgoing students for inaugura- 
ting an organisation which was new im the almemater 
of the Bengal Library Association and would give them 
an opportunity to maintain contact with different aspects of 
Library movement. They stressed upon the economic value of 
the Training, the apathy of the State for mass education and 
urged the students to take up initiative in reorganising the 
existing Libraries so that they may not know classes within 
the community, 
| 
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Of the outgoing students Messrs. Ramchandra Dubey and 
Prangopal Seal. Das discussed the prospects of librarianship as 
a career pleading that Bengal Library Association should in 
future ‘be not only a teaching and training body but should 
- algo try to find suitable employment for students of the summer 
school. A proposal was drawn up and seconded that a 
sub-committee be formed to draft suggestions for the 
consideration of the training committee. 


The President Dr. Niharranjan Ray who after his presidential 
address left the Chair to attend some other business, requesting 
Mr. Pramil Chandra Bose to occupy the same, urged the students 
to look to the ethical side of the Training and make the 
training itself a means to certain ends and not to forget the speci- 
fic integrity of the teaching of each line. Students. with specific 
qualifications had a specific duty towards the country which 
all people look towards them to perform, Messrs. Pramil 
Chandra Bose and Anil Raychaudaury spoke how 
Bengal Library Association passed through atormy days and how 
amdist battles and turmoils it has survived and how they expect 
the students to bear the torch of learning to the mass with the 
special knowledge they had acquired. 


The meeting broke up with thanks to the Chair and to the 
gentlemen present, All members present were entertained with 
sumptuous dishes. 


NEED FOR A LIBRARY POLICY 


The scale of pay sanctioned for Librarians in 
educational establishments and elsewhere is much too 
inadequate to attract the right type of candidates. 
The scale recently approved by the Government for 
non-Government school-librarians is much lower than 
that of the .school-teachers. Very few H. E. Schools 
can boast of a qualified whole-time Librarian. In 
many instances it is the part-time job of the Drawing 
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“master or the Drill hlaster. The University regulatibns 
_ stipulate that High Schools seeking affiliation | must 
"spend Rs. 60/- a year for library purposes, It is 
-common knowledge that even this amount is not spent, 
or wisely spent, With the coming .of independence 
the whole educational system requires reconstruction" 
“The aim of the educational policy of Macaulay and ' 
others was ‘to ‘provide clerks to Government offices 
„and. British mercantile firms. The country now needs: 
technicians ofall | types. engineers, doctors, and, 
research workers of the highest calibre. The real aim: 
of education is not- to pass examination by cramming’ 
text books or worse still note books and lecture notes 
buc to develop self reliance in our boys and girls to 
the fullest extent and to provide them with necessary 
eqiupment for handling the most intricate problems. 
of our national existence and the role of: Libraries 
in developing self-reliance can not be over-empha- 
sised. As an integral part of the new educational 
policy there must) also be a well eonceived 
library policy. The existing libraries must 
be strengthened from all directions, In the past 
British Government! in India was reluctant to spend 


money on education perhaps because education may 
bring about discontent and ac: as impediment for 
exploitation. The whole attitude must now undergo 
change. Whatever money cin be raised must be 
spent for the improvement of. the well being of the 
masses of the country “Libraries are entitled toa 
first place as instrument for the elevation of* the 
masses of the people as the true University of these 
days is a collection; of books.” 


(SI 


‘SCALE OF PAY FOR LIBRARIANS 
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The session for XII Summer School of Librarian; 
ship has just now been conc'uded. The apprehension 
expresscd in some quarters. that after the. 
introduction of >the „Diploma Course in 
Librarianship the Certificate Course run by the 
Bengal Library Association will lose its popularity is, 

owever, not justified by our experience. The number 
of candidates admitted this year was 15 out of which 
12 appeared at the final. examination. It is gratifying 
to find that there is no unemployment in the profession 
and although the number of libraries in the country 
is not large a candidate possessing some sort’’ of 
technical qualification is absorbed very quickly 
by the -profession. 


The Association has recently taken up the question 
of fixing suitable scale of pay for Librarians with the 
Government of Bengal and the University of Calcutta. 
lt is very much. regretted that the Syndicate of the 
Calcutta University did not think it fit to recommend 
any suitable scale of pay for librarians but has left 
it to the discretion of the College Governing Bodies. 

The scale of pay for librarians and library 
workers should depend not only on the type and size 
of libraries and the nature and extent of their respon- 
sibilities but also on their technical or professional 
and academic qualification. Some sort of technical 
qualification must be insisted from the candidates for 
all Library appointments particularly for school and 
college libraries but for higher apointments other tests 
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may be applied Besides technical qualification. It is 
highly desirable that to attract the right type of 
candidates for libraries’ attached to colleges, research 
laboratories, Gbvernment departments, the scale of 
pay should not be lessithan Rs. 160-350 corresponding 
to the scale of pay dccepted by the Government of 
India as reasonable for technical library assistents 
under their emnloy. ‘A lower scale (Rs. 80-250) is 
recommended for school librarians aud library assis- 
. tants but there should not be any bar for members 
of cadre II passing to cadre Tif found efficient. 


| 
OPENING OF KITAB MAHAL: 


“Outofthe dry data contained in the Government 
publication you must be able to get raw meterials 
for framing the policy of the Nation” says 
Mr. N, V. Gadgil, Mihister for Works, Mines and 
Power in opening the Government of India’s “Kitab ` 
Mahal” in New Delhi, 


The “Kitab Mahal” isthe second Book Depot 
managed by the Government of India. the first 
being the Government of India Book Depot in 
Calcutta. : 


PATENT OFFICE LIBRARY : 


The Controller of Patent and Designs, notifies:- 
“The Patent Office ‘Library (located at 214, Lower 
Circular Road, next to Karanani Estate near Beck 
Bagan) is open to the,public as a Technical .Research 
Library The Library! is open during 10-30 A. M. to 
4-30 P.M. on week days and between 10-30 A. M. and 

| 
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1. P. M. on Suħdays. In addition to classified Indian 
Patent Publications, latest books on Chemistry, 
Physics, Electrical, Mechanical, Textile, Wireless, Civil 
Engineering are available to the public for refer- 
‘ence. The Library also includes German and Japanese 
Industrial Plants and Processes contributed by 
experts drawn for the allied services, Government 
departments and Research Organisations and 
abridgement of patent specification for U.S, A. 
U. K. and Australia”. 

GRANTHALAY: 

We welcome the appearance of yet another 
Library journal “‘Granthalay” under the 
editorship of Dr. S. R. Ranganathan’ which 
will be available very shortly. it will be a quarterly 
journal and each issue will be bilingual In English 
as well as Hindi. 


The more the number of journals of -high 
quality devoted to Library movement are brought 
about the more helpful they will prove to the 
Librarians and Library authorities in suggesting- 
ways and means for improving the Library services 
rendered to the community pointing out the defects 
in the existing organisation wherever possible. 





_ BENGAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION `. 
. | Librarianship Examination- l 
< "+ 1948. es 
CATALOGUING | 
(Theroy). 
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“ Arswer any five of the following. ` Full Marks-100 
1. What is a Catalogue & how does it differ from a 
Shelf List ? | ; , 7 
What is an Alphabitico-classed Catalogue ; How does it 
differ frema Dictionary Catalogue ? 


2. Classitication & Cataloguing are two distinct processes 
but they are so closely inter-related that the second must 
be regarded as the direct ‘complement of the first" Explain 
the statcment aa , ; 

Or : ii 
. “Classification of books” is a logical absurdity, Show how 
far this statement is true. a ` ' 


: 3, What is a Card Ci talogue, Give your idea about the: 
importance of.this-. form of Corals te 
r ~ Or- l 
; What isa Shelf Catalogue.’ Where does it differ from 
a Card Catalogue. ji 
} 

4. ‘Write notes on-Author, corporate body, title page, 
series entry, anonymus book edition impression continuation 

5. Whatis a Shelf List. Has this record any importance 
in a library where there 18 a Classified Subject Catalogue ? 


6. What are the points that a Cataloguer should consider 
for properly cataloguing a book, 
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BENGAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Librarianship Examination 





1948 
CLASSIFICATION.. 
(Theroy) 
Attempt any five questions; Full Marks; 100 


J. What is the difference . between classification and 
Cataloguing ? ! 


2 Give the divisions with EE terms ( names ) 
of any two main classes of Dewey’ a Decimal Scheme. 


3. Why books in any particular subject are individualized 
after classification and how ? 


4. What the following numbers stand for in D. C. Scheme: 
954; 181.4; 330; 914; 42U; 701: 829; 600; 029; 901. 


5 Why books in a Library are classified ? 


6 What is notation? Why is it used in classifying books, 
or in other wards what are its advantages ? 


7, If you are asked to re-classify the stock of a Library 
how should you do it? Describe the stages through which you 
will proceed. 
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BENGAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Librarianship Examination 
1948, 


CATALOGUING vErecten! ) 


Full Marks—i09 
Make— Subject. Author ind ail reference cards that you 
think necessary for the „following. Only Four are to be 
attempted. 





1. Electrical IAEA 
Design-class Manual 


By 
S. Parker Smith 
& 


M. G Say 


. 5cm. xv-22! p. 106 illus 
; Humpkrey Milford 
Oxford University Press 
1924 


2. 
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Arabya | Rajani 
By 


ID. K. "Roy 
x-500 P, |200 illus, 72) plates 
Basumati Sahitya Mandir 
166 Bowbazar Street, 
SASA 


East India Association 
' Four Scour 
An analytical. subject Index 
of all the proceedings including 
cultura] & social activities and 
names of office-bearers for 8) years, 
i Comp, by. 
Sir John Comming, 
London 
East India Association 
"1947, 


4, Sahityasadhak Charitamala-31 


Jogendra Bilyabhusan 
; By 
Brojendranath Bondopadhya 
(38 P. 18 cm, 
Bangiya Sahitya Parisad 
| Calcutta. 


wa Decimal Classification 


& 
Relative Index 
By Melvil Dewey, A.M. II D. 
Edition 14 
Revised ‘& Enlarged 
V. 1: Tables. 
orest Press Inc. 
Lake Placid Club. Essex County z 
| N. Y. 
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BENGAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATIN 
Librarianship Ezamination 
1948. 
REFERENCE WORK 


Full Marks 50 

Three questions are to be attempted. All questions carry equal 
marks. 

L Outline a routine procodure for dealing with enquiries. 

2, How would you define a “reference” book? And what are 
the “Conventional” reference books ? 

3. Write short notes on ASLIB directory; Poole's Index: 
Imperial Gazetteer; World list of Scientific periodicals: English 
Catalogue of books, 

4. Wyer ditinguishes four kinds of Year-book, name and describe 
two Year-books under each group, 

5. Name and describe six bibliographies or catalogues of English 
printed books that are essential in the work of any reference Library. 
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- BENGAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Librarianship Examination 
1948, 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Full Marks: 100 
Attempt any three of the following ;— 
Define the nature, scope and importance of Biblio-graphy. 
What are the different parts of a book ? 
What are the different materials of which paper is made ? 
Write short essay on Binding. 
Write shore notes on the following :— 
Title-page ; Signature ; Colophone ; Edition ; Vellum. 
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BENGAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Librarianship Examination * 
1948, ° 
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 
Full Marks: 100 
Attempt any three of the following i, 
1. Write short notes on ‘any three of the following : 
~Chaucer, Gibbon, Aldous, Herdey, Andre Maurois, Goethe 
Pirandello, „Vidyapati, Krishnadas Kaviraj. 
3 Write a short essay on either 
(a) the English Drama or 
. (b) the Bengali Novel. 
3. . Explain'any three of the following: 
BBC, ILN.TU.C; YM. GA, U.N.O, LNA. 
4. Show your acquaintance with any one of the followin 
Elizabethan Literature, Bengal Vaisnavic Poetry, Indian Writers 


r: of English. 
5. What are the WA literary and cultural associations in 


India ? 
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BENGAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Librarianship {Examination 
` 1948 
ADMINISTRATION 


To attempt anyrfive. Full Marks : 100, 

1. “Of the three elements, book collection, building and staff which 
together make up the Library! the most important in its influence on 
the success or failure of the twhole is perhaps the book collection but 
the staff is a close Second.” Discuss, 

2 “A good book collection without competent staff is like a gold 
mine worked by obsolete method-much of the precious metal remains 
in the ground” Do you agree 2 

3. What are the different administration records of a library ? Add 
explanatory notes to each, 

4. Describe the various stages through which a book must pass ina 
modern Library before it reaches the general reader. ` 

5. What do you mean by charging and discharging ? Explain at least 
one system of issuing books with which you have practical experience. 

6, Write short notes on. | 

(a) Collation, (b) Accession Numter, (c) Set off, (d)-Authgr, (e) 
Cross Reference, (f) Shelf List: 


i 
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BENGAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Librarianship Ezamination, 


1948. 
- CLASSIFICATION. 
. (Practical) 
Classify any 10 of the following: Full marks-100 

l. Seismograph. 2. Bibliography on Rabindranath. 

3. Hindi Poetry. 4, Strikes in Cotton Mills, 

5. Man, E 6. Moss, 

7. Library & its utility. 8. Brahma Samaj. 

9 Bibliography of Indian History. 10. Science & its utility. 
1L Marshal Plan. 12. Bcundaries of Pakistan, 
13, Ancient Indian Art. ln A. I C.C. 

- 15. History of Hindu Religion, 16. Essays on Hindu Philosophy. 

17. Bernier’s Travel in Iudia. 18 E1ography of Netaji S. C. Bose. 


19, Dewey Decimal Classification. 
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BENGAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Librarianship Examination 
1948, 


BOOK-SELECTION. 
Full Marks, 50. 

Attempt any three. 

1. What part does Book-Selection play in Librarianship ? What 
are the different factors involved in the selection of books for 
libraries ? 

2, What recordsina library would you consultto determine 
demands for books? How does personal contact with readers help 
book-selection work ? 

3. Give a short account of the routine process of book-selection 
from the demand stage to the acquisition stage, Sketch outa 
specimen Book-selection Card, 

4. Booksina library should be selected according to « heir value. 
volume aad variety. Explain. 

5. Enumeyate some sources and source-materials which may be 
of help to you in your work of book-selection, 
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National Library Service For Bengal 


The library movement in the province should be 
developed from ‘two directions: Firstly the existing 
libraries should be strengthened and their activities 
co-ordinated and secondly new libraries are tobe established 
according to some well defined plan so as to bring 
library facilities within the easy reach of people living 
evenin the remotest villages. Although the library 
movement in the province is not strong and adequate, 
library provision is cn‘irely lacking even in the muffusil 
district towns not to speak of subdivisional towns ard 
villages, Calcutta is remarkably rich in library resources. 
The Imperial Library, Calcutta, and the Calcutta Univer- 
sity Library—the two biggest libraries in India form 
the backbone of a system of libraries of all types not 
found anywhere else in India. Public libraries or more 
correctly speaking libraries of general nature brought 
into being mainly through private enterprise are to 
be found everywhere in the city. Research libraries 
and information bureau such as the Royal Asiatic 
Society Library, Commercial Museum Library, Manuscript 
Libraries, Libraries attached to learned societies viz. 
Bangiya Sahitya Parishad Library, St. Xaviers College 
Library etc. play important part in the spread of the 
Library movement. A detailed list of libraries in 
Bengal may be found in the ‘Directory ‘of Libraries’ 
published by the Bengal Library Association. 
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The organisation of some of these libraries has been 
brought more or less to a high pitch of efficiency but 
stocks of individual libraries are mot regarded as 
part of one national pool from which any book required 
by a research worker or a bonafide student is made 
available. For this, it is desirable and essential that 
the idea of Library co-operation in the lending of 
books freely on the basis of reciprocity should be 
accepted and given effect to. A central agency on the 
model of the National Central Library in England for the 
organisation of loan and co-ordinating library activities is 
indispensable, 


The functions of the central Agency as foreshadowed 
in the previous paragraph will include :- 

(a) Compilation of a Union Catalogue of Books 
available in the country. At present in the absence 
of such a catalogue there is no means of knowing 
where a particular book may bz found even in the 
more important libraries in Calcutta unless one visits 
every possible library. The Central Agency will have 
catalogue of books available in every library’ in the 
country. It will take considerable time for this ultimate 
goal to be reached but the compilation of a Union 
Catalogue of Libraries (at least the more important 
ones in Calcutta) does not present any special difficulty 
as they have catalogues constructed on recognized 
principles. 

(b) The Central Agency will maintain a copyright 
wing, for the preservation of all copyright books, At 
present there is no copyright library in India. Under 
the Registration Act, Publishers are required to 
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deposit: three copies of their publications; Two of these 
are ear-marked for the British, Museum and the India 
office Library, the third copy under the local Government 
orders is disposed of by the local governments in differ- 
ent ways. In Bengal the third copy may be requisitioned 
by the Librarian of the Imperial Library, Ca'cutta for 
the lending section of the library, The defect in the 
law, will, no doubt, be soon remedied but as copy- 
right act according to the constitution comes under 
the jurisdiction of the Central Government, the Central 
Government may be persuaded to establish copyright 
libraries one in each provinc>. 


(c) One important function of the Central Agency 
will be to purchase costly and valuable books parti- 
cularly old books published before the .copyright law 
will come into force and foreign books. - 


(d) The Central Agency will be entrusted with the 
promotion of library movement in the province. 


Location of the Central Agency: Of the several public 
buildings in which the Central Library can be located 
the name of the Relvedere Place immediately suggests 
itself. In any scheme of library development in the 
country we have to visualise the building of an efficient 
library system onthe basis of what material we actually 
possess at present. A steady growth of the Library 
system is possible through successive stages as diverse 
kinds of difficulties may ‘crop up from time’ to time 
The first stage of the scheme is the bringing into 
existence the Central Agency whose work will subsequently 
be supplemented by District town Jibraries and the 
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Sub-Divisional town libraries’ which will zin” their. turn 
be supplemented by village libraries.: The structure 
of the library system that..has been:: conceived will: be 
pyramidal in shape; the Central Library will form the 
apex and the village librarythe base. In between these 
two systems will be the District town libraries -and other 
town libraries including Sub-Divisioual town- libraries. 


i 


It is: difficult to cater to the library needs’ of a 
rural. population, the percentage of ‘illiteracy -in thé 
villages being considerably higher and means of commun- 


ication much slower. The Committee of the Bengal 
Library Association is convinced that the building of an 


efficient library service covering the whole prsvince can 
only be built up with the full assistance and under 
the aegies of the Government. The building up of such 
a system on even a modest scale involves the expenditure 
of money which it would be impossible to raise solely 
or even substantially through private agencies. Secondly, 
it would involve the co-operation of local bodies which 
it would be easier to obtain through the Government 
who should supply the organising machinery. 


Location of the District town & other town libraries : 

The location of the town libraries should be in the 
premises of the important local libraries, the college 
library premises may be developed and utilized for the 
purpose wherever possible. The school libraries should 
also be developed and strengthened andthe public should 
have free access to the school and college libraries 
Even in the mutilated province after partition there are 
over 800 high schools which along with the middle school 
should . play an important part in the library development 


( 72 ) i 


scheme, The cost of land and building materials being 
at the present moment very high it is not proposed 
to erect library buildings in the towns and villages, 
The existing facilities are to be utilized as far as practicable. 

Financial implication. It will be necessary to put 
forward some rough idea about the financial implication 
of a well-planned Ilbrary system. 

The total population in the province is 2,10,00000 
(roughly) and the percentage of literate people is 30,00000 
14% (roughly) 

It has been found out by the public libraries Committee 
presided over by Lord Kenyon that 10 to 15% of the total 
adult population of an area use the libraries and that 
on the average in building up the library stockit is suffi- 
cient to provide 3 books for a reader. It is expected that in 
Bengal where illiteracy is high it will be enough to 
provide 6,00,000 volumes for the libraries in Bengal whose 
purchase price will be Rs. 20,00,000, It will not be necessary 
to provide the whole amount at the very beginning 
the cost may be spread over for a period of 5 years. 
an addition to the grant for books, provision should be made 
for their maintenance and shelving, furniture, construction 
of catalogues. The money to be provided for these items as 
well as for salaries ef the staff will be not less than 
Rs. 4,00000 a year. 

Supervision of the Library Movement: It has already 
been indicated that the whole movement can be 
organised and supervised only under the aegies of the 
Government. The supervision of the movement should ‘in 
our opinion’ be entrusted to a Central Board consisting of 
-representatives of Government, local bodies and other 
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organisations interested in the formation, management and 
development of libraries including the Bengal Library 
Association. In addition to this Central Board, Regional 
Boards are to be established covering each district area. 
The Boards both Central as well as Regional will not 
interfere with the day to day administration of individual 
libraries, This will be left to librarians working under the 
direct supervision of respective library committees; the 
Board will be concerned with laying down broad 
principles only. 


Library Association : Library Associations have done 
a great deal for the promotion of library movement in 
England. In Baroda and Madras, Library Associations are 
doing excellent work in making the people library-minded. 
In Bengal the Bengal Library Association is doing similar 
work. 


Its activities include guiding people as to how to form 
a library, how to manage it aud also how co-operation with 
other librarians can be instituted. It also runs a Summer 
School of Librarianship for the training of librarians. 
Librarianship is now recognised to be a distinct profession 
the success or failure of individual libraries depend more 
or less on the personal efficiency of the librarians who 
must in all cases be persons with some amount of professio- 
nal training, The Bengal Library Association is carry- 
ing on its activities single-handed and alone. Persistent 
and intensive propaganda is necessary to make the people 
library-minded, Without adequate financial help from 
Government the Association cannot work as effectively 
as is desirable. 
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Conclusion : In the foregoing paragraphs brief outline 
of a library service for Bengal has been given, It is 
suggested that the scheme for organising a National 
Library Service be referred to a small committee consisting 
of representatives of Government and persons interested 
in the library movement. It is advisable that the committee 
should be a small one and should be asked to submit their 
report within reasonable time so that the scheme may be 
launched with effect from the next financial year.. The 
following lines from a notification issued by the Govern- 
ment of Bombay puts in a nutshell the essence of a well 
thoughtout library scheme! l g 


“A comprehensive library movement designed to cover 
as much of the province with good libraries must be 
‘sponsored by the State as the State alone can make sucha 
movement a success ona provincial scale., If libraries are 
to fulfil their function they must be located in every place, ` 
village, town and city, There should be chain of libraries 
allover the province. There should be smaller libraries 
at smaller centres, and bigger libraries common to each 
group of such smaller centres, still bigger -libraries being 
located at important places and all these having some sort 
of inter-relation and communication with each other.” 


ANNUAL REPORT 


Onthe workingofthe Bengal Library Association 
for the years 1946 & 1947. 


It is the usual practice for the Secretary at the 
time of the Annual General Meeting to review the 
activities of the Association during the preceeding year. 
The present report, however, covers the sessions 1946 & 
1947. The reason for this is that no Annual General 
Meeting could be held in March last year on account 
of the abnormal situation prevailing in the city at that 
time. As a matter of fact a date for the meeting was 
fixed and announced in the press but communal riots 
broke out in the city making it impossible to hold any 
meeting on the announced date and subsequently for 
the next few months. Normal situation was resorted only 
through the magnificent effort of the Mahatmaji, the 
Prince of the peace—towards the end of the last year but 
the season was so far advanced that the Executive 
Committee decided to hold meetings for the two sessions 
simultaneously. There is nothing technically irregular 
in doing this as this is the first -meeting of the general 
body after the Society has been registerred under the 
Registration of Societies Act of 1860. 


- Although the Society has been in existence for more 
than a decade no attempt was made to register it accor- 
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ding to the provisions of law and to give proper legal form 
to the Rules and Regulations. These were thoroughly 
revised in the light of our experience and passed by the 
General body at their annual meeting in 1945. The revised 
rules appear in the latest issue of the Bengal Library 
Association Bulletin. (Vol. V. Nos. 112) 


The year 1947 has seen revolutionary changes in the 
history of the country. With the withdrawal of British 
control the importance of English as the medium for 
official transaction has declined. It is expected that the 
General body will approve the recommendation of the Execu~ 
tive Committee to conduct proceedings hereafter in the verna- 
cular of the province but for consideration of the people 
not acquainted with the vernacular as well as for circulation 
outside the province an English version will also be 
preserved as far as practicable. 


The present Secretary has been in office for about 
five years. He has no personal ambition so far as the 
Bengal Library Association is concerned. He will be 
too glad to be relieved of his responsibilities, When 
the present Secretary took office in may 1943 the 
finances of the Association was in a sad plight; the 
financial cammitments far exceeded the expected income 
at that time. An all out attempt was made to restore 
healthy balance between income and expenditure although 
this meant curtailment of some of our activities for 
which we were subjected to severe criticism from persons 


from whom better things were expected. A 


The decline in the revenue through membership subscrip- 
tion which set in towards the end of 1942 has been 
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defininitely arrésted andthe financial position seems to have 
been stabilised as will be evident from the table given 
below : 


Year Closing balance Money realised from 


membership subscription 
1942 Rs. 89-0-6 Rs. 258/- 
1943 ` Rs. 341-11-9 Rs, 127/- 
1944 Rs. 544- 7-7 Rs. 257/- 
1945 Rs. 758- 2-6 Rs. 262/- 
1946 Ra, 920- 4-9 Ra, 277 f- 
1947 Rs, 758- 3-9 Rs, 297/+ 


The closing balance has steadily increased, the slight 
decline in 1947 is due to the liabilities incurred for 
publishing two issues of the Bengal Library Association 
during the year under review. l 


The Association recently was recipient of a large 
number of American Army books through the courtesy 
of the Ca!cutta University Library. These were distri- 
buted among its constituents which include : 


1. Deshabandhbu Pathagar, 2. Islamic Lib. & Free 
R. Room 3. Madhab Memorial Library, 4. Holi- 
day Club, 5 Monaharpukur Deshabandhu Pathagar, 
6 Taki Sadharan Pustakalaya, 7. Serampore Public 
Library, 8. Bansberia Public Lib. 9. Mahamaya 
Sahitya Mandir, 10. Konnagar Publie Library, 11. 
Cornwallis Libraiy, 12. Bally Sadharan Granthagar, 
13. Bantra Public Library, 14. South Calcutta 
Sevak Samity, 15. Milana Chakra, 16. E.I, Ry. 
Reading Room, 17. Bhatpara Lit. Asso. & Lib. 
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18, A Gobardhan Sangit-o-Sshitya Siwa 19, Bisnu- 
pada’ Smriti Pathagar; 20, etc: i 


It has been decided by the Executive Committee to 
offer similar ‘gifts in future to affiliated members whose 
subscriptions for ‘the current year are not in arrear. 
Frequent complaints are heard trom members that they do 
not receive anything adequate for the amount of subscriptin 
paid which is only Rs.2/ayear. Is ittoo muchto expect 
that unfotinded complaints of such nature will be heard less 
as the members will als» be receiving the Bulletin 
free,two issues of which have been-supplied within short 
intervals. It may be recalled that the Bengal Library Asso” 
ciation decided to present Kumar Munindra Deb Rai Maha- 
saya witha Commemoration Volume on the occasion of his 
72nd birthday in appreciation of his services to the country. 
Rai Mahasay’s physical condition deteriorated so much 
that the idea had to be abandoned and the question of 
bringing out a Special issue of the Bulletin after his 
death dealing with his life and activities was taken up. 
Promptness in .biinging out the special issue was consi- 
dered more desirable than anything else in order to 
pay our-homage to the departed soul. This explains 
the thinness of the volume. It is hoped to publish a 
larger volume under more favourable circumstances 
with articles from some of the life long associates of 
Rai Mahasaya. Many promises for articles from the 
friends and relations and admirers of Rai Mahasya 
were forthcoming but unfortunately they were not made 
‘good at the time of printing. 


The most important activity of the Association, however 
centres round the Summer School of Librarianship. The 


admission to the School’ is strictly limited as. we do not 
consider it desirable to give training to more persons than 
can resonably be.absorbed. Preference in admission is 
always given to persons who are already in the profession. 


Mr. W. C. Wordsworth who used to take lively inter- 
est inthe SummerSchool and give us valuable assistance 
in conducting the business of the Association whenever 
required retired from the ‘Statesmen’ and left the country. 
The Executive Committee of the Bengal Library Association 
desires to place on record its greateful appreciation for the 
service rendered by Mr. Wordsworth. The work of the 
Summer School was carried on as usual; special lectures 
were delivered by the following among others: Dr Nihar 
RanjanRay,Kalyan Kumar Ganguly,Minendranath Basu, Ajit 
Kumar Banerjee. Hirendra Kumar Sen and others for which 
our special thanks are due. After the lectures both theore- 
ticaland practical were over, students were put in the 
different departments of the University Library soas 
to give them opportunity of acquainting themselves with 
the actual working of a library. The syllabus has been 
thoroughly revised and brought up to date, the period 
ofinstruction has been extended to four months instead 
of three months 


It is unfortunate that in the promotion of the library 
movement in the province the role of the Association 
is not well understood even by persons who are associated 
with the movement for a long time, It is futile to 
expect the library movement to develop except under 
the aegis of the Government and local bodies. A scheme 
for a national library service his been formulated clearly 
defining respective functions of the Association, the 
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Government & loca] bodies. The function of the Asso- 
ciation in making the people more and more library minded 
can be effectively carried out only when the Government 
has laid down a clear cut library policy linking the 
library movement with the mass education movement 
in the country. Compulsory adult education has been 
engaging the attention of the Government for sometime 
and the arear of compulsion are being steadily widened. 
The Minister of Education of the Central Government 
in a speech recently has proposed to launch a scheme 
to liquidate 50% illiteracy within the next few years 
and it is gratifying to note that the role of 
the libraries in the spread of education has been recognised. 
This is all the more welcome as the welknown Sargent 
Scheme of education recommended spending of crores of 
rupees for liquidation’ of illiteracy but did not mrke any 
provision to ensure that the people who are educated are 
given facilities and encouraged to cotinue their acquaintance 
with letter so that they do not relapse into illiteracy. One of 
the handicaps in the establishment of libraries is ihat people 
particularly in rural areas donot appreciate the economic 
advantage of reading. Liquidation of illiteracy can not be 
the end in itself but means to’an end and the end isto 
place the masses on the path toa fuller life and economic 
betterment. Money spent on education must be deemed 
to have been spent on education must be deemed to have 
been spent to no purpose unless the people are given oppor- 
tunity of reading in a sufficient measure after proper 
schooling ceases through the development of a well orga- 
nised National Library Service for the country. 
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